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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN IMF IBRD KE RW 

SUBJ: IMF/IBRD ANNUAL MEETINGS 

REE: STATE 159015 

1. PROLONGED ABSENCE EROM RWANDA OF NATIONAL BANK 
GOVERNOR JEAN BIRARA, PRINCIPAL GOR POLICYMAKER ON 
FINANCIAL MATTERS, HAS HAMPERED EMBASSY'S EEFORTS 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER RWANDAN DEL AT IMF/IBRD 
MEETINGS WILL TAKE ANY INITIATIVES. OUR PRELIMINARY 
SOUNDINGS AND PAST RWANDAN PERFORMANCE WOULD INDICATE, 
HOWEVER, RWANDAN DEL UNLIKELY TO RAISE MAJOR ISSUES 
AND WILL PROBABLY TAKE GENERALLY MODERATE POSITIONS 

IN DEFENSE OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES' INTERESTS. THERE 
ARE NO RPT NO MAJOR ISSUES THAT US SHOULD RAISE 
WITH RWANDANS. 

2. NATIONAL BANK GOVERNOR BIRARA WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY 
BE MEMBER RWANDAN DEL. EMBASSY WILL REPORT NAMES OTHER 
DEL MEMBERS ASAP. 
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